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UM'S SENIOR DEAN TO RETIRE 
MISSOULA—
Earle C. Thompson, dean of the University of Montana Library, has 
announced that he will retire Oct. 1. Thompson has headed the library
for 18 years, a tenure longer than that of any other active dean at the 
University.
Thompson cited personal reasons as the overwhelming consideration in 
his decision to step down.
"I'm 65 and I,(J to spend more time with my wife, children and 
four grandchildren.
"I'd Panned to retire last year, but I delayed because of some 
ongoing projects in the library. I feel I can retire now and leave the 
library in good condition to face the future."
In accepting Thompson's letter of resignation, UM President Neil 
Buck 1ew said, "I'm sure I speak for the University community when I say 
I very much appreciate Earle Thompson's many years of service. However,
I can understand his desire to retire at this time, and I wish him 
nothing but the best in the years ahead."
As dean of the UM library system, Thompson has been an ex officio 
member of the Montana State Library Commission since 1964.




He also served for seven years on the board of the Seattle-based 
Pacific Northwest Bibliographic Center, three of them as chairman.
Thompson came to UM from the Louisiana State University Library where 
he was associate director. His 31-year career as a university librarian 
began at Emory University where he earned his master's degree in library 
science in 1951.
Thompson also holds a master's degree in history from Duke University 
and a bachelor's degree in English and history from Union University.
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